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confidered &relolved: 
VVhether Mr.Brooks his Pills to purge Ma- 


lignants were preſcribed from Igno- 
rance, Malice, or both? 


OR 
(Mr. Tho.Brooks his inſide turn d outward:) 


WHEREIN 
All godly, humble, and ingenious Chriſtians, whether in a 
Congregational way or other, are concerned,to inquire into the truth 
of thoſe mens Commiſſions, who pretend themſelves . 
to be Preachers of the Goſpel. + 


Preſented in generall to the Inhabitants of Margaret New 
Fiſh-ſtreer, but more particularly for the conſideration of himſelf, and 
thoſe of his Congregation, to undeceive them of thoſe groſſe conceits 


that they may have of him, or he of himſelf, that he is appointed 
by Chriſt, and hath a Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel and Baptixe. 


Alſo Friendly advice to an unfriendly Neighbour , defiring him for the 


time to come to abſtain from reviling ſuch perſons as he never 
ſpake word to, nor they to him. . 7 


—ñ — — — — — 


—ů— 


By Richard Parbam, 2 Pariſhioner of the ſaid Pariſh, 


Matth. 7. 15,20,21. Beware of falſe prophets which come to you in ſheeps 
cloathing,” but inwardly they are ravening wolves : wherefore by their 
fruits ye (hall know them; not every one that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſball enter. © 
into the kingdome of beaven, but he that doth the will of my Father which © 


i in heaven. 


Qui alterum incuſat probri, ipſum ſe intuerioporter. - 
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To the impartiall Reader, 


Reader, 


Have obſerved, that many times a good 


{HY Cauſe ſuffers deeply through weak man- 
| nagement, when ſome there are who hy 


| | the ſtrength of perſwaſive oratory, and ſtu- 
l died eloquent expreſſions, are able, and do 
— common y perſwade moſt of their Audi- 
tort to believe any thing t 

to truth and reaſon. 


ey tell them, though contrary 


is to voxk on 


lines. But ſuch 
as.is tendred I deſite may have as 519 acceptance, and 
favourable conſtruction, as it is freely offered and faithful - 
ly intended: And if you find truth in the Diſcourſe, own 
ic, though cloathed in rags: For certainly were, there not 
an excellency in truth, none would be drawn to love and 
owne it on irs own ſingle account. ee 
I confeſle there are many pretendets to truth , and th 
wayes thereof, but it is wich ſuch e ie 
that followed Chriſt for the —_ How eaſie is it to find 
| A a man 
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many men zealous to cry up truth, Ordinances; and the 
wayes of Chriſt, when a fat Parſonage, a Lecture, a ga- 
thered Congregation and ſome out ward 1— comes 
in the cloſe... But how few, if any, think 
have to preach upon Chriſts allowance to his Apoſtles, 
Luke 9.3. And he ſaid unto them take nothing for your journey, 
neither ſtavet, neither ſcrip, neither bread, vor ſilver, neither 
two coats apiece. And upon the ſame allowance to the Se- 
venty lie fee to preach, Luke 10.4. Behold I ſend you for th as 
lambs amongſt wolves, &c. | | 
Reader, it is not ſtrange to ſee (becauſe we have been 
foretold of it) that in the laſt dayes ſome ſhquld ariſe that 
ſhould make merchandize of the word : And if ever there 
were à time to trie the ſpirits, certainly it is when that is 
fulfilled ſpoken by Chriſt himſelf, that many Falſe Prophets 
ſhall ariſe; and deceive many, ſaying, lo here is Chrift, lo there 
is Chriſt but he bids us not believe them: and therefore if 
we are not willing to ſearch the Scriptures, to trie who are 
falſe, there is little hope we de ſire thoſe that are true. And 
without controverfie the Devill is moſt like to deceive 
when he is transformed into an Angell of light. 
he Minn it be thought amiſſe, to queſtion the truth 


of the Miniſtery, and commiſſion of thoſe: men that are 


cont ini ly queſtioning the truth of one anothers doctrine, 


not only in forms of worſhip, but in the very points of e- 
ternall falvation? I need not inſtance in thoſe that preach 
Univerſall Redemption, or Chriſt dying for all mankind 
without exception, how hotly are they oppoſed by thoſe 
that hold election and reprobation of particular perſons in 


, .. anoaherſenſe ? Again, ſome that maintain childrens bap- 


tiſm, others baptizing of believers only. Again, their dif- 
fatence inthe manner of adminiſttation. 2 


you, migbt we 


The 


” 
: 
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« 7 be Readey. 


I Thecauſeof my ſetting pen to paper will be beſt ſeen in 
the following Diſcoui ſe, being briefly by Scripture to un- 
mask the proud bagRings of a pretended Miniſter , whoſe 
laſt book many judicious men do conceive to be made up 
of ignorance.of Chriſt and his wayes, and malice towards 
his Neighbours. 

Secondly, that ene nar of his ſtamp may under- 

˖ 


ſtand that there are divexs in and about the City, that take 
ood notice both of their doctrine and practiſe, that c an fo 
hes as they are quiet ſuffer them to enjoy their freedome 
in the largeſt manner they can deſire, becauſe they plead ir 
upon the account of conſcience; but if once they break the 
bounds of modeſty, in reviling and abuſing the Pariſhion- 
ers, they can ſoon. ſtrip, them of their Canonicall Robes, . 
and diſcover their deceit and hypocriſie to all the world. 
Again, that the growing greatneſſe of his ſelfe-conceit 
may be ſtopt; for if by our ſilence we ſhould grant him to 
be as he calls himſelfe, vis. a Miniſter of the Spirit, we 
ſhould unavoidably be tyed up to his Dictates, as much as 
the Papiſts are to the Decrees of the Pope. n 
Reader, be pleaſed to take notice what diſadvantages 1 
have in preſenting this anſwer to his book, when the gen- 
tleman boaſteth in the nineth page thereof, that be hath 
ſpext more money at the Univer ſity, in helps to learning, then 
ſeverall of the Pariſhioners are worth: And therefore if the 
truth of what is written cannot ſupqort it ſelf, it is like to 
have but little help from my Scholarſhip, not but that 
have a high eſteem of learning, ſo long as it is uſed to its 
proper end, but not to have it uſed, as the Magitians did in 
Pharoahs Court, to delude both him and the people, onely 
be pleaſed to remember, that thoſe that were Miniſters + 
of the Goſpell were fitted for the preaching of it af- 
N ter 
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many men zealous to cry up truth, Ordinances, and the 
wayes of Chriſt, when a fat Parſonage, a Lecture, a ga- 
thered Congregation and ſome outward 1 comes 
in the cloſe... But how few, if any, think {you, migbt we 
bave to preach upon Chriſts allowance to his Apoſtles, 
Luke 9.3. And he ſaid unto them take nothing for your Journey, 
neither ſtaves, neither ſcrip, neither bread, nor ſilver, neither 
two coats apiece. And upon the ſame allowance to the Se- 
venty 2 to preach, Luke 10.4. Behold I ſend you for th a 
lambs amongſt wolves, &c. 
Reader, it is not ſtrange to ſee (becauſe we have been 
foretold of it) that in the laſt dayes ſome ſhould ariſe that 
ſhould make merchandize of the word : And if ever there 
were atimetotric the ſpirits, certainly it is hen that is 
fulfilled ſpoken by Chriſt himſelf, that many falſe Prophets 
ſhall ariſe: and deceive many, ſaying, lo here is Chrit, lo there 
is Chriſt but be bids us not believe them: and therefore if 
we are not willing to ſearch the Scriptures, to trie who are 
falſe, there is little hope we de ſire thoſe that are true. And 
without controverſie the Devill is moſt like to deceive 
when he is trans formed into an Angell of light. 
Why ſhould it be thought amiſſe, to queſtion the truth 
of the Miniſtery, and commiſſion of thoſe men that are 
continually que 


not on]! hep of worſhip, bur in the very points of c- 
rernal}-ſalyarion'? I need not inſtance in thoſe that preach 
uUniverſall Redemption, or Chriſt dying for all mankind 
without exception, how hotly are they oppoſed by thoſe 


anoaher ſenſe? Again, ſome that maintain childrens bap- 
tiſm,others baptizing of believers only. Again, their dif- 
farence inxhe manner of 4dminitrion, y 
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ſtioning the truth of one anothers doctrine, 


that hold election and reprobation of particular perſons in 


The | 


the Reader, 


The cauſe of my ſetting pen to paper will be beſt ſeen in 
the following Diſcou ſe, being briefly by Scripture to un- 
mask the proud bagſtings of a pretended Miniſter , whoſe 
laſt book many judicious men do conceive to be made up 
of ignorance.of Chriſt and his wayes, and malice towards 
his Neighbours. 2 

Secondly, that he ud others of his ſtamp may under- 
ſtand that there are 1 and about the City, that take 
good notice both of their doctrine and practiſe, that c an ſo 
long as they are quiet ſuffer them to enjoy their freedome 
in the largeſt manner they can deſire, becauſe they plead ir 
upon the account of conſcience; but if once they break the 
bounds of modeſty, in reviling and abuſing the Pariſhion- 
ers, they can ſoon. ſtrip. them of their Canonicall Robes, - 
and diſcover their deceit and hypocriſie to all the world. 

Again, that the growing greatneſſe of his ſelfe · conceit 
may de ſtoptʒ for if by our ſilence we ſhould grant him to 
be as he calls himſelfe, vis. a Miniſter of the Spirit, we 
ſhould unavoidably be tyed up to his Dictates, as much as 
the Papiſts are to the Decrees of the Pope. WIR: Fe, 

Reader, be pleaſed to take notice what diſadvantages 1 
have in preſenting this anſwer to his book, when the gen- 
tleman boaſteth in the nineth page thereof, that be hath 
ſpert more money at the Univer ſity, in helps to learning, then 
ſeverall of the Pariſhioners are worth: And therefore if the 
truth of what is written cannot ſupqort it ſelf, it is like to 
have but little help, from my Scholarſhip, not but that 1 
have a high eſteem of learning, ſo long as it is uſed to its 
proper end, but not to have it uſed, as the Magitians did in 
Pharoahs Court, to delude both him and the people, onely 
be pleaſed to temember, that thoſe that were Miniſters + 
of the Goſpell were fitted for the preaching of it af- 

a cer 0 


- iter another manner then 1 the Univerſity, as 
ou may tead 4001 2.4, And they: were all fled with the Ho- 

4 Ghoſt, and began to ſpeat with nber 1 u the Spirit 
gude them urter ante, &c. 10 


8 
o 


eth 


To conclude, in writing this piece l have tothe beſt of 


my underſtanding caft up the account, what it may amount 
to, and 1 hope I have not reckoned without my hoſt, which 
in ſhort the reward I expect for my tine and paines is; 

Firſt, that divers ingenious, hontſt, and religious per- 
ſons will accept it, although ir add hot ſo much to their 
underſtandings as the caſting a mite into a treaſury. 
Secondlyl expect che ill will and cenſure of ſuch as mea- 
fure other mens writings and arg nments, not by the ſtan- 
dard of the Scripture and Reaſon, but by opinions and 

actices grounded upon an implicit faith intherr Teachers, 
Fom theſe 1 look for an out · cry like to that of Micha, 

Iudgrs 18.24. And he ſaid, ye have taken away my gods which 

7 have matte, and he Prieft and ye are gent away, and what 
= 1 more : and what is this that ye ſay unto me, what ailetb 
tree? | 

Laftly, chat if I were conſiderable in that which they 

call Learning, I might gain the repute to raiſe a ſwarm of 
ſuch hornets about my cares, that if it were in their power 
would Hing me to death, late 
. I ſhall not rronble thee further ar preſent, but leave thee 
3 to judge the inſuing Diſcourſe , as thou findeft it moſt a- 
= greeableto Scripture and Reaſon, and ſo teſt | 

* | Thy Friend, 


N. P. 


Rr 
| Tomy loving and friendly Neighbours, 


A the Pariſhioners of the Pariſh of $,Aargarets New Fiſh- 
| ſtreer, . P. wiſheth you the true knowledge of the Go- 
— ſpel here, and eternall happineſſe hereafter. 


Riends and Neighbours, having peruſad 4 piece, preſeuted to the 
Pariſhioners in generall, entitmied , C a/as confodered and reſol- 
ved, or Pills ro purge CMalignants, & c. Calculated more par- 
ticularly ( 45 MraAiwerackwaker /aith) forthe Meridian 
of Margarets Fiſh ſtreet hill, by a pretenged HMeonifter Tho. Brooks. 
And among the res, I having ane of the has ſent unto me, reading 
| it ower, f thought it wy duty toconfider; and if I might, tobe reſolved 
of the caſe, from what ſpirit ſuab a language might flow; for as tomy 
' | andarf ending; Ido not ram,] that euer 1 read (ucb an Ex fü 
through all the New Teſtament, eitverfrom the Apoiiles, or any other 
Muiniſters ; and by 4 Panpbhlet to bes the pi potted in print 
threwgh the Nation, and ts be revdred under ſuch wile terymes and fort 
3 * (by the no lice of 4 Priqt or end CMinifter) as might 
| juft ly, ware they true, mals all ſohir honeſt man refrain aur company; 
yea and. to deſtroy us in our trades and livephoods, 7 frighting people 
from dealing with ſo ungodly perſons 4s he pretends ur to be: but for 
hins #9 re wile t haſe thet he never ſpake ward te, ner they to bis; ( 
therefore not bnowing mbat temper 34 arepf) u ſuch 4 piece of ma 
nefſe, that I am apt to think he either never read, or hath quite forgot» 
tew the ningth_ver{c of the Epiſtle of Jude; you Michael the A 
gel, when he ſtrove again ſt the divell, and dilputed about the 2 of 
Moſes, dur ſt not bring againft bim 4 railing accuſation, but ſaid the 
Lord rebuke thee, | 
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Some Con ſiderations on Mr. Brooks his Epi- 
file to the Reader. 


He beginning of his Epiſtle he makes an Apology for him- 
ſelf, by condemning many books, which he ſaith , ſbew the 
writers vanity, and-vex the Readers patience; but what 2 
worthy work his is, I hope will be made appear ia the fol- 
lowing difcourſe. 

He tells us alſo, that what he hath written, is ont of faithfulneſſe 
to (brsft, and love to ſouls. Tis like his zeal might be hot in writing 
it, being of generall eoncernment ro the whole profeſſion ; but 
had he not told us, of its being out of faithfulneſſe; he that 55 po 
Witch might eaſily have perceived it to be, not only out of faith, 
but alſo out of charity, but not out of 1gnorance on any termes. 

It is very true which he further ſpeaks in his Epiſtle to the 
Reader, that thoſe that have the le aſt rigbt to Ordinances, (and I may 
add Miniftery) make the greateſt noyſe and cry abcurthem , ſo ſure- 
ly there are fome ſuch precended Miniſters in eur cimes,/ that like 
empty veſſells make the greateſt ſound, who haye onely 4 
ſtudied form of fine words, and experience proves, are as affecti- 
onately zealous in delivering them, as thoſe vagabond Jewes the 
ſons of Sccava were, 48. 19. 13. We adjure you by Chriſt wem 

Paul pre achethʒ but read on the next verſe, and you will find they 

went nor away without a reward fit for their work, © - 

- He ſaith further, thowgh his candle be but little, yet he muſt not hide 
it under a buſpbell, &c. 


And truly Fhope the gentleman will let us have fo much care 


of our ſelves, as not to follow an ignis fatnit, or ſuch a light (as ie 


reported) that when men have followed it all night, they are ne- 
ver the neerer their journeys end in the morning. 

And though he deſires, 1has the fruit might not be rejefted for the 
trees ſake, 1 ſuppoſe it were well, could he demonſttate unto us 
what manner of fruit he means; for if he means his book to be one 


of the fruits, ſome are apt to think ſuch fruit to be like the apples 
of Sogdome. „ 0 


As 


— 


*Confiderationr on Mr;Brooks bir Ey lr ts the Reader: z 
Ass for the reaſons he brings, they being conſidered, ſomething 
may be ſaid, but I defire to be very briefe. | | 
And for the firſt, which is, hat the boner, truth, aud withes of 
(rift, which are dearer to him then his life may be vindicated, &c. 
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J ; I hayc read of ſome, who through blind zeal have offered great 
| violence to their own bodies, as in the caſe of the Prophets of 
1 Baal, 1 Kings 18. 28. And S. Paul ſaith, though I give my body to 


be burned, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing. 

And for the gentlemang chatity, you have it in the ſecond rea- 
ſoo, which I ſhall only name in ſhort, and leave both it, and thoſe 
Characters which he is pleaſed to beſtow on the Parifhioners as te- 
ſtimonies to prove the truth of his Miniſtery by, which are, that the 
foul months of prophane , ignorant, malignant, and ſcandalous perſons 
may be eſfectualiy ſtepe. 

For the third, I hat the honeſt, juſt, and righteons proceeding! of the 
honorable (Committee may be manifefted, &c. 

I confelle it is a greater merey-then hath formerly been enjoyed 
by the people of this Nation, that thoſe in authority are tender of 

by the conſciences of Chriſtians; but let me tell you, it is little or no 
1 thanks to the Prieſts; and farther I find, that when ever that Tribe 
hach been dandled on the knees of Authority, they have common. 
ly fora requitall plotted, and many times effected the ruine of 
their Promoters, if they have not on all occaſions: been ready ro 
humor them in executing their malice againſt pretended Heretikes. 
Icould largely inſtance in this, but defire brevity. 
Fourthly, that the importunate defires of ſeverall Miniſters and 
Chriſtians might be ſatisfied, eſpecially theſe to-whons he preaches, &e, 
Truly if ſe verall Miniſters ſaw it before it was publiſhed, I'wons 
der none was ſo kind as to put in Imprimatur to it, ot to write an 
Encomium in praiſe of the work, ſeeing they defired fo importu- 
nately to have it publiſhed, that we might have known the per- 
ſionsz but for thoſe other Chriſtians, to whom he faith he prescheg 
I ſhould rather judge it to be done by an implicit faith, then upon 
| mature deliberation, to poſt it into the world. But I'remember- + 
1 what Chriſt told the Phatiſecs, Aat. 23. 15. that they compaſſed 4 
11 Sea and Land to make one of their profeſſion; and What got h.. 
_ but to be twofold more the child of the divell then before. + © 
Fifthly, 7 hat bis Ainiſtery and good name, which fhentit br dearer 
ts him then his life may by vindicate 8 * e 
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Oh this ſweet morſell the ) 1 this great Dia of the 
Eypbef aur ſhould this become unm and und etvalued, there 


might he a wee ping, Jike that of the Merchants of Babylon , Rev. 
18. haying none. to buy their wares: But for hi goad name which - 
he ſo highly prizes, and values at ſo dear, a rate, certainly it had 
need be bettet then ordinary,, when in exalting bis oWa, he de- 
fames and vilifies the teputatioa and good names of all the men 
in the Pariſh, be pleaſed to conſider one text, becat ſe I would not 
be tedious, it is Mat. 7. & 5. Hipocrite fir ſt caſt ont tie beam out of 
thint own eye, and then thou foalt. ſee clearly te caſt out the mote ont of 
thy brothers eye. 
Sixrhly, that others may be nndecerved, &c. 
Truly I am fully perſwaded. that his writing this laſt book will 
prove as effectuall for the undeceiving many people, as.any thing 
that could bave been propounded ; for I believe moſt people that 
have read the book, did before account of him as a tender, humble, 
tcourteons, patient Saint, but I queſtion not, but by reading this 
they are clearly convinced of the contrary, and ſo undecewed. 
And whereas he ſaith, ſome ſaid there were eighteen, others tw eu- 
ty. ſix things charged againſt him, 1 ſuppoſe what they wanted 
of their number before, they may have now ſupplied wich ad- 
vantage. . - 
The ſeventh is of the ſame kind and temper with the ſecond , 
and therefore for brevity I paſſe it. | . 
- 'Eighthly, becanſe his (aſe is agenerall Cale , and reaches all the 
godly conſcientions Miniſters in England, &c. | 
'Traly I much commend the Captain for reſerving ſo conſideri- 
ble a Party for the Rear-guard,and it is an old Proverb, that many 
band make light work; but had he been confident of his Commii- 


ſion which he pretends to, and be lie ving in him, who he faith ſent - 


him on the work, he need not make Proclamation to muſtet up all 
the godly conſcientious Miniſters in England, for fear of theirs and 
kis being outed and routed:by.the prophane, ignorant, and malig- 
Gant party, as you. may read Feremiab 1.17, 1 8. T hon therefore 
truſſe up thy loynes, and ariſe and [pe 


1, behold I, haus made thee. a defenced 
wall; of braſſe againſt the whole Land, againſt 
and ag ainit the Princes thereof, againſt the Prieſt, thereof , 


4 
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| unto them all that I command- 
edit hee, he not:af7 aid of their faces, leſ I defiroy thee before them , for - 
ity, and an iron Pillar , and 
the Kings of Judah, - 
and a- 
as 


- find it was notable policy in Demetrius t 


ment to tell them, Sirs you know by this craft we have our goods, 


"Confiderations on Mr .Brooks bir Epifle to the Reader. 5 
the peaple of the Land. And ſo ws ĩt in the caſe of Stephen, 
and others of the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt ; but we 
| [ | Silver · Smith to main- 
tain à tottering worſhip, Act. 19. 24, 25, 26. vet. to call together 
the craftſmen of like imployment; and it was a perſwaſive argu- 
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&c. as you may read at large, and make ſuch an application as is 
moſt teaſonable. I will not farther enlarge on this, leſt 1 ſhould 
ſeem tedious, but having paſt the door, I would willingly take « 
ſhort ſurvey of the houſe and furniture; ſo deſiring you as loving 
friends and neighbours to bear with my weaknefle , conſidering I 
writenot my ſelf Clark, but Fifhmqnget;& therefore you may allow 
me a few grains of a fayourable conſttuction, more then to him 
that hath ſpent a large eſtate at the Vniverſity, to attain the art of 
eloquent writing and ſpeaking. 

Thus defiring the Lord in = ſo to direct us, that we may 
clearly underſtand his will, reveal d in his word and underſtanding, 
that he would enable us to practiſe in our lives, ſo as may make 
moſt for his glory, and our own comfort, both here and hereafter, 
is the prayer of your friend and neighbour. 
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He next thing that comes in courſe is the Preamble he in- 
| tended to make before the Honorable Committee, &c. 
And in it let us conſider firſt his intentions, and ſecond» 
ly the thing it ſelf, and ſee what they will reſolve us of. 
Firſt the intention of the ſpeech. | 
Whither Alas doth the countenance of Authority and ſelfe- 
conceit, hurry perſons, who pretend moſt holineſſe, when once 
2 forget themſelves, forſaking the fountain of living water; 
and digging to themſelves Ceſternes, broken Ceſternes that can 
Bold Hd Water: | | "wax 

In the 10. Mat. from the 1. to the 18. we find Chriſt ſending 
out his Diſciples ro preach the Goſpell, and telle them how they 
ought to behave themſelves, and hat uſage they muſt expect from 
the world; for in the 18. ver. he tells them, they ſhall be brought 
before Governers and Kings for his fake, & c. ver. 19. but when | 
deliver you wp, take no thought how or what you ſhall ſay, for it ſhall be 
given you in that hour what you ſpall ſay, wer. 20. for it is mot ye that 
ſpeak, but the ſpirit of your Father which ſpealęth in you. 

Now if this be an abſolute command of Chriſt ro the Preachers 
of the © oſpel,not to ſtudy or premeditate what they ſhall ſay when 
they ate beought before Rulers and Governets, for ſpeaking. and 
practiſing what he commands them: Truly for my part I think the 
gentleman bath but little cauſe to brag of his intended ſpeech be- 
fore the Committee; I ſhall not be ſo ceyſorious, as to judge this 

intended and premeditated ſpeech a wilfull ſin againſt conſcience, 
but rather think it almoſt as great a weakneſſe of faith, as when 
Pater denied his Maſter. R | | 
And I hope when he onee conſiders his weakneſſe, in letting ſuch 
an Errata ip into the world, he will be ſo far from boaſting of it, 
that he will call ic io, and publiſh his repentance in the room of it. 
kme intended Preamblc he begins with, it was 4 divine ſafing of - 
Sener, we wan et a better rats nn werine., then. be that Joeſyth « 
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good name to keep a good ( vnſcience. Ah Senccal'tis well the gentle” 


man found you, for if he had not, he might have loſt the beginning 
of his Preamble, but as for the divinity in the ſcatence, I wonder 
whether it be Church or School divinity, for we look for ſentences 
which are divine from Scripture, unlefle a miracle to confirm them; 
but ſurely it is no miracle that his Criple ſhould walk, having two 
ſuch cruches as Calvin and Lad antius to ſupport it, but with an eye 
of pity take compaſſion on the gentleman, and conſider his caſe, 
which is very ſad, having ſuch ſhrewd juſtling on both ſides, as 
may caſily turn a weak ſtomack, ſeeing one ſort of people deny 
him to be a Scholar, others that he hath the quzliſieations, and di- 


«< Ae. 


ſtioguiſhing — of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, the firſt whete- 


of I hope he hach ſufficiently confuted, by his Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew, in his (Pills or) book, more eſpecially by the initiall letter 
(0) of the H ebrew word Tob, that in the text is rendred good , is bug- 
er thin erdina y to ſhew the more then ordinary excellency of 4 good 
name. 

I hope this reaſon may ſilence all objections in that kind, it be- 
tg produced ab origine. And for the other, he may, if he can dif- 


prove them hen he comes to debate the buſineſſe in publique: 


But to come more cloſely to the buſineſſe, I remember what is ſaid 
A: y. 29. When Peter and the other Apoſtles were brought be. 
fore the Councell to ſpeak in defence and yiadication of truth and 
themſelves, it was in this manner; chen Peter and the other Apo- 
files anſwered and ſaid, we engbt rather to obey God: then men, &c. 
And when Stephen anſwered for himſclf before the Councell, in 
that large and admirable ſpeech of his, A#s 7. he neither brought 


Seneca, Laftaniins, or the like to ſpeak for him, or to help bim out 
at a dead lift, but begins, Alen, Bretbren, and Fathers bear lem, the 


God of glory appeared to owr Father Abraham, while be was in Meſo- 
potamia, before he dwelt in Charan, &c. but ſuch. gentlemen as he 


is, ſure think they may ſpeak and do any thing without controul, 


and yer paſſe for true Miniſters of the Goſpel. | 
The former part of the Preamble I take as it is, h glorying in 


V good umme, good conſcience, and holdueſſe therein. 


As for the two former, if he hack them not, I wiſh he may, but 


2s for the later, Lſf@ppoſe he is ſufficiently furniſhed withall, elſe 
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the ſropbæns, igsor ant, malignant, and ſcandalous Petitioner t Lan- 
Qantius /airb of Lucian, be ſpared neuber God nor man; me · thinks 
' this his opinion of them is beyond the bounds of charity. | 
But if they in tequitall ſhould. think of him; as it was the Epi- 
tha of Peter-Aretine of Venice, which is thus engliſhed: 
he Tuſcan Meine lies herein grave, 
Thar againſt all, excepting God did rave; 
And if the reaſon — 2 to have, 
Hie knew him nor, &c. 
Ta the next place he faith, tir [aid of Cataline that be was A com. 
pound and bundle of warring luſtt and vices, [uch are theſe Petitioners. 
As for the compariſon, it is fool to the p ſe, and ſo ſuteable 
to the perſons in all particulars, chat] ſhall leave it with an 5p/+ 
dixie, as one of his high raptures, or ſpiritual expreſſions. | 
But the next ſenten ce is more admirable , herein he compares 
the Petitioners. to raging wad tygers, when they ſanell the fragrancy 
of Spices, ſuc are they, ſaith be, when they [mell the fragr ancy of the 
graces of Gods Spirit, in the principles and pratiiſes, in the lives and re- 
| ligreons exarciſes of the people of God. I 7 
Truly it is a mercy, that as yet all the Peticioners that I hear of 
are in their right minds, but I confefle ſuch ſtrong purging pills as 
che Gent lemans are, is the ready way to make men intaged and 
mad: And this | ſuppoſe may be one of the principles and praRti- 
ſes in the lives and religious exerciſes of the people he ſpeaks of; 
which if it be ſo, I am apt to believe he is not beſide the cuſhion; 
but if be means otherwile, I beſcech him that he would not judge, 
leaſt he be jud ged. | 
In the next place he tells us (if we have faith enough to believe 
his bate word) rhatbe bath preached the Goſpell above theſe thirreex 
years, and not ori ſo, but that be hath many precious ſeals of bis Ai- 
miſter y. which are his living Epiflles, and walking ( crtsſicates. | 
Truly the more holy, juſt, and good men ate, and that t 
love vertue and goodaeſſe for its own ſake (and not pretendit 
Reliꝑ ion to attain preferment, and ſuch as may juſt ſuit with che 
remper of the times) I belieye it ought to be a rejoycing to men & 
Angellez but if converlion from prophancaefſe;ro an acknowledge- 
ment and profeſſion of faith, nay and to be zealous ina forme of 


worſhip, and blameleſſe in converſation, be an argument to 


proven reve Miniſtery, 1 ſuppoſe very mavy-perſons under both 


= & - , 


4 
1 
= 
1 > £ > * 
8 bop, bets 
* 


- »% Au 
— > Yao 


* 
« _— ——— Q —— — 


— 1 . 


5 r — * — — . . ES. 
Obſorvations ur CAMs. Brooks bi Provmbl 9” 


bytery; were antare 23 holy and 


the forms of Epiſcopacy and Pres 
blameleſſe in their converſations,” 25any of thoſe that pretend to 
more puredi-penſations" And for all that, fe of our Church 
men have ſcatre ſo much charity as to jad ge chem tobe trae Mini- 
ftces of the Goſpell; nay if the Gentſemans argument may be 
granted, I ſuppoſe the Popifh Prieſts and Jeſuites might produce 
three for our one, and upon that account prove themſelves as true 
Miniſters as any in the world. e 

In the next place he ſaith, is all bis time none have ſbewed thems- 
ſelves ſo malicious, impndent, and ignorant, as topetition againſt bing. 

As ot their being igno tant in petitioning againſt him it may be 
tis true, they not apprehending he could ſo effectually oppoſe 
them when it came to a hearing; but for the other termes of ma- 
lice and impudenec for petitionigg, is a doctrine contrary to the 
principles of all reaſon and liber y; and if petitioning; which h.th 


erally been concluded on, to be the moſt humble, innocent, 


and harmlefle way of addrefle, if that muſt be branded with impu- 


dence and malice, it were well if the gentleman had preſcribed 
ſomething in the room of it that might have been leſſe offenſiye to 
his ſtomack; and if pctitioning deſerve the brand of impudence, 


what titles would he have found for u proteſtation againſt him 


But in coneluſion, he is confident, that this act of the Peritioners | 


ſhall make for his externall, internall, and eternall good. - 

So am I as confident as himſelf; and firſt for his externall good, 
which I conclude to be his maintenance, I believe he is more fully 
confirmed in the benefice by their oopoſition, then he was before. 

Secondly, for the i»ter»all good, he may be much more quieted 
in his mind, being delivered from the fear of any more ſuch opp9- 
firions, having cruſht the Petitioners ſo eſſectually. 


Thirdly, for the eternall good, if be fhould unfainedly repent, 


and defire forgivenefle of the Petitioners, for thoſe black brands 


I queſtion not but they would freely forgive him. 
for a cloſe to the 4s I ſhould adviſe the gentleman, 
if ever he ſhould meet wi 

he conceives, are ſuch oppoſers of the Miaiſtery , not to follow 
the dictates of his own braine, how good ſoever they may ſeeme 
unto him, for as the Prophet Peremiab ſaitk 17. & 9. tbe beart © 


dectirfull above all things, and deſperately wicked, who can * 
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uch a fort of people againe, who as 
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to follow the abſolute rule of Chriſt, if he be one of his meſ- 
- whoſoever ſhall not reeaive jou, nor bear your words , when you depart 
out that bouſe or ty, | hakiof 5 — off your fees. . 
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Gemorr ah ,in the day of , then for that City. 
Having done with the Preamble, the next thing in courſe is the 
Petition it ſelf, | 


"Which if this diſcourſe ſhould chance tocome to the hands of 
ſtrangers, they may cake a full view of it, and make the moſt ſtrict 
ſcrutiny into it, ind ſee whether either it, or the Petitioners, are 
ſuch monſters as they are rendred. 


TT OE EDS 
To the Honorable Committee for Plun- 


dred MINISTERS. 


The humble Petition of the Pariſhioners of Margaret New- 
Fiſhſtreet , — 4 , whoſe names. are hereunto ſab- 
ſcribed. - K N 


Shewing, | 
Hat one Mr. Thomas Brooks, was by order of your 
| Honors, dated the twenty third of March, 165 1. 
appointed to preach for a moneth, next enſuing, as 
Probationerʒ to the end, that upon the Pariſhioners .; and 
the ſaid Mr. Brosks mutuall triall of each other, the ſaid 
Mr. Sroo s might continue, or your Petitioners have ſome 
other to officlate e c K EFT. 
Jour Petitioners are mbly bold to offer to your Ho- 
nors conſideration, that they have had triall of the ſaid 
Mr. Brooks ever ſince your Honors Order, but cannot find 


that comfott to their ſouls they hoped; nor indeed is the 
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| ſaid Mr. Breoks ſo qualified to your Petitioners underſtand- 
. ings, as to remain any longer with them. And further, your 


Petitioners ſay, that the ſaid Mr. Brooks refuſcth to afford 
your Petitioners the uſe of the Ordinances of Baptiſm and 
the Lords Supper, nor will he bury their dead. 


The Petitioners therefore I umbly pray, that your Honors 
will bepleaſed to revoke your Order, and give liberty to 
jour Petitioners for fix moneths, to preſent a fit perſon to 
your Honors to be their Miniſter; and in the mean time, 
that Sequefirators may be appointed 80 provide for the 

ſervice of the Cure, out of 4 money, 4s ſball ariſe for 
 tythes out of the ſaid Pariſh; And, &c. 


— 


ſent Government, but meerly to entreat for that in 


1. you pleaſe ſeriouſſy to conſider of the Petition, I believe you 
will not find one word of Malignancy or diſaffection to the pre- 
int of Re- 
ligion, which to their underſtandings ſeemeth moft reaſonable; 
and if this be not agreeable to all thoſe principles and reaſons 
which have been ſtill preſſed forliberty of Conſcience, let the world 
judge. And J hope the gentleman will not force a practiſe, before 
he convinces the underſtanding. 
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Obſervations on ſome of his Quæries. 


ee Petition, as he tetmes them. 
MA. Firſt, whereas he faith, it was never propounded to him to 
Fachs Probationer among ſt t bem, & c. 
Traty how or upon what termes he came in Iknow not, neither 
dic trouble my felf about the choice, either for or againit him, 
but I thought with my ſelf, and as ſome others faid, we had as good 
to have him as a Wworſe, feeing one we mult have; neicher knew I 
of the Petition, or ever ſte it, before he printed it; neither had I 
troubled my ſelf with him or his way, had he been quiet; but as I 
faid before, for him to render the Pariſh in generall under a ſcan- 
dall, but eſpecially the Petitioners, ſome of whom for divers years 
I have known, and truly may juſtly believe they are as honeſt, juſt, 
and righecous'es Winkel, I um fore more then ſome of his Conghe- 
$4 „ Feotſd fay more; hut will abt, leaſt I might be account 
erer. 101391905 N 49 
Bur truly ir may be che Paricioners, as well us my ſelfe, care not 
to ſpend our xime to heurꝝthiri⸗ 4 brave word, tht a fineword, this 
1 aſwee? words und to have Him ſpeak with reverence, that had not 
Chrifl accompliſhed de Werk of Redemption, for which he was 
ſent, that God would have made hexven'too-hot to hold him, and 


1 the nent place 1 come tothe Quæries he makes on the Ma- 


the like, but conſidering the whole Pariſh to lie under a reproach, - 


although I being one of the meaneſt, yet thought it my duty, 
(though but weakly) to take off the tain ſo much as I might, for 
the Proverb is tread on a worm; and it will turn: And leaſt our ſi- 
lence might conclude us to be altogether ſuch as the gentleman 


himſelf, and friends, who preſt him to publiſh the book are: plea- 
ſed*to terme us, there «Gould not in reaſon have beene leſſe 


ſaid. 


He ſaith, be preached above trinity Sermons in the winter on the 
Lecture nights: But I wiſh he had told us what he meaneth by 
preaching, becauſeI judge the Goſpell preaching is to ſpeak as the 


Spirit gives utterance, and not the reading of a * written Notes, 


that 
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E been premeditated and ffudied fire or fix dayes ha- 
ore, 

And alſo I further deſire to know what rule or example there 
i in the Goſpell,that ever any Miniſter of the Goſpel did, ox ought 
to preach upon triall to gain a benefice. 

In the fourth Query he faith, the prophane, malignant Petitioners 
bad neither a hand in chuſing. nor hearts to make triall of bis Minsfte- 
and that they may well have a black brand put upon them , 4s men 
void of common honeſty and ingenuity, &c. with more of the ſame 
language, which I ſuppoſe he hath done to the purpoſe. 

For anſwer to which, I ſay, if it ſhould be granted that they had 
neither a hand inchuſing, nor hearts co make triall of his Miniſtery, 
yet I luppoſe the gentleman had a triall of their money, and alſo a 
heart to make uſe of it, though by his owne words they had no- 
thing for it, and therefore in modeſty might have uſed them more 
kindty: And whereas he faith, that what the Petitioners ſpeak in 
the Petition, is as far from truth, as the Petitioners are from being 
reall friends to the preſent Authority of the Nation; it is clear that 
the Petitioners do own the pre ſent Authority, by their humble ad» 
dreſſe to the Honorable Committee for Plundred Miniſters, | 

Inanſwer to what he ſays, I beſeech you bear with a little di- 
preſſion. What (hall I ſay to the gentleman? ſhall I retort his own 
lagguage upon him, as one being void of common honeſty & inge- 
noity?for had the Petitioners formerly been malignant, & ene mies 
the preſent Goveriment, yet conſidering the preſent Authority, 
have been graciouſly pleaſed to paſſe a generall Act of Pardon and 


Oblivion, whereby all that emulation and heart · burniag betweene 


ſeverall parties, might be agreed and quite forgotten, for him to 
rake up the embers, and blow the coals of divifion afreſh in that 
kind, by branding of chem with chat which ought not once to be 
mentioned, argues but little in the gentleman, either of ingenuity 
or honeſty. 


But ſeeing that he is of ſuch a ſttain, that he cares not vrhat it 


be, ſo he can find any thing to render the perſons odious, with 
whom he is offended, I ſhall rake the bold neſſe to remember him 
of ſome paſſages that may be very conſiderable, as to the thing in 
hand. | : | 

Jow his affections might be to the preſent Govetnmem in the 
late Kings time, I know not; but I * and Milldo know di- 
en C 2 
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yers perſons which are moſt zealous for a Con \ prong way; 
that were the greateſt promoters of his intereſt of any people 1 
knew in the City, and ſuch as were not ordinary members, but 
Preachers ſo called; I could name the perſons, time, and places, bur 
ſhall only give a hint of ſomething that I ſpeak upon my owne 
knowledge, that you may know, and take notice how little the 
preſent Authority are beholding to ſome Churchmen, though ſince 
I ſee' the ſame petſons are exceedingly countenanced and ad- 
vanced. | 
About the time the late King was brought to Hampten Court, 
theſe Chu emen had a Petition on foot to preſſe on a Perſonall 
Treaty, they uſed all the prevailing arguments that — be to 
get hands co it, and perſons to own it. Amongſt the reſt, ſayes a 
Preacher, I ſee no ſafety, nor how the breach can be made up 
without compliance with the King. And ſaid moreover, that he 
had an oportunity to ſpeak to him, and that he thought there was 
much of God in him, and that he would be willing to comply to a- 
ny thing; both religious and civill, and abundance more that was 
very high in the commendation of him; as in particular, that he of- 
fered to grant the Militia for ſo many years, &c. | 
- Anſwer was made, that he had no 44i/itia left to grant, for if it 
had been his before, yet the right was onely by the power of the 
Sword, and by the ſame powerhe had loſt ir; «= if he had aright 
to grant. a term of years, that then the power mult reſt in his per- 
ſon, which was a doctrine contrary to all the Declarations of Par- 
liament in that caſe. 
He ſaid moreover, that he would grant Libercy of Conſcience, 
as much as could be deſited with an Act of Oblivion, and divers o- 
thet things which ate too long to inſert. 
But anſwer was made, he was not in a capacity to grant, for he 


he had any power left; and for him to grant an Act of Oblivion, 

was for to lay all the guilt and bloud of the Nations on them that 

Mo ſed his proceedings, and how diſhonorable it would be to ask 

forgiveneſſe of a conquered enemy, let the world judge: But af- 
ter a large debate, ſayes the Gentleman, I profeſſe, if I chought not 
that what I propound might aot befor a publike good, I would 
never perſwade to it: 1 had never inſtanced this, but that the vail 
might be taken off ftom ſome Churchmens faces, chat the world 
| | | might 


was no better then.a priſoner, and that he bad oppoſed ſo long as 
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might not ſuppoſe they were the onely Promoters of the preſent 


Authority, when indeed the fault of the Perſonall Yreaty, under 
which divers others ſuffered, they were the moſt guilty of in preſ- 
ſing and perſwading to it, of any that eves I ſpake with. 

But amongſt all their pretendiogs to the annoynting of the Spi- 
rit, and to make known the mind and will of God, that there 
ſhould not be one found amongſt them that could read the hand- 
writing as it was done by Daniel, when he told the K.Belſbaxzar, 
this is the interpretation of the thing, Dan. 5.6. Ged hath nhmbred 
thy Kingdowe, and finiſhed it, thou art weighed in the balance, and 


found tos light, &c. 


But truly I could not find any of our Churchmen, whio pretend 
ſo much to know the mind of Gad, but were as ignorant of what 


God by his providence was about to do in overthrowing the late 


King, and renting the Kingdome from him, as any the Magitians, 
Aſtrologians,and.Southſayers were to interpret the handwriting to 
the King of Babilon And as far from truth, and the mind of God 
were they in proſecuting the perſonall Treaty, as thoſe Prophets 
that counſell'd Ahab to go up to Ramoerh Giliad and proſper. 
Friends, I deſire you would not look on me as an enemy to the 
wayes of Chriſt, and Goſpell obedience ; for I know divers per- 
ſons, who are eminent for a holy, juſt, and righteous converſation, 
unto whom I ſtand greatly engaged upon the highelt account 'of 
friendſhip, that at this time, and I believe according to their light, 
do in ſincerity of heart walk in Churct»fe}lowſhip : And divers o- 
thers of my acquaintance, who upon good grounds have forſaken 
thoſe wayes, though in the higheſt formes, and yet retain the prin- 


ciples of a holy life towards God, and juſt dealings towards mep; . 


and therefore why ſhould we be ready to judge thoſe that are ei- 
ther above us, or below us in the practiſe of religious duties, ſee- 
ing the Apoſtle con: luded, that there was as well milk for babes in 
Chriſt, as meat for ſtrong men. 

Bat to return to the thing in hand, in the next place he ſayes, 
the Petitioners uſe to hear ſuch, whoſe malignant principles and pra- 
Fheſes are ſuch as their own. 


Truly whoever they hear, I believe they may ſoon hear 178 twe | 


Miniſters as himſelf: hut it is no wonder to hear thoſe that are up- 
permoſt to be offended and angry with thoſe thatconform not to 


a ES 4 > - 


— 


- 
- — — 
= 


16 Obſer valious ow ſome of his Qnerler. 
t he greateſt writers and pleaders for Liberty of Conſcience in the 
largeſt extent of any people in the Nation, but as the Proverb is, 
thePrieſt forgets that he was Clatkgſo when ſome have attained to 
what liberty themſelves deſite, they are preſently ready to tye up 

all others to their own humours, as I might latgely inſtance. 
He telle us farther , that they ſay, they cannot find that comfort to 
their ſouls they boped. 

Truly this ſeemes to me that they would gladly hear a Goſpel! 
Miniſter, by whoſe preaching and practiſe they might receive both 
profit and comfort; and certainly there cannot be a ſorer fign of 

their deſire to have it, then their being ſenſible of the wane of it. 
Bar alas Chriſt tells the „A. 7. 16. that they mult not ex- 
pect to gather grapes of thornes, or hgs of thiſtles. 
In che next place he is pleaſed to Querie, and runs a large cir- 
cumference with inkhorn terma, the ſubſtance hereof is to prove, 
that the Petitioners have noright to Goſpel camfurti. | 
For a brief anſwer to which in ali, 1 ſay , if the largeſt and 
moſt gracious tenders of the free mercy of God for forpivenecſle 
of ſin; and eternall {ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, be not to be offered 
to the vileſt of finners, I muſt unlearn divers Scriptures, which 1 do 
believe expreſly prove, that not only the mercy of God is ſo infi- 
nite, and the ſatis faction of Chrilt ſo undeniably full and ſufficient 
for the forgiveneſſe of (ins and eternall ſalvation by him for all 
perſons, that it is to be cendred to all without exceptions, unleſſe 
fuch only who ate ſo holy, that they think they need it not, foe 
Chriſt himſelf ſpeaks in the like caſe, the whole haves no need of the 
Phyſptian, and that be came not to call the righteous, but finmers to re- 
pentance; yet ſtil! rhe proud Phariſees laid this to his charge, that 
he was à company keeper with, & a friend to Publicans and ſinners. 
I ſpeak not this to juſtihe any perſon in a wicked way; but certain- 
y, if the infinite love and mercy of God be not the way to brin 
in ignorant, Prophane and ſcandalous perſons to obedience an 
contormity to the wayes of Chrilt, I would gladly learn, what is 
meant bythe Commiſſion Chriſt gave to his Apvoſtjes, AL uy Kult. 
and 15. and he ſaid unto them, go ye into ali the world; and preach the 
te tvery creature, Sc. e 
Now if the Goſpel be the declaration of glad tidings of falynti- 
on and that it muſt be preached to every creature, by the expreſſe 
command and Commiſſion of Chriſt himſelf, I wonder how 
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dare be ſuch Traytors to the Lord Jeſus, if he hath appointed them 
to preach the Goſpel}, as to conceal the glad tiding of the Goſpel 


of e and merey, and eo thunder out the carſerand thre atging: 


of the Law in the room of it, againſt chem, who they call ignorant 
and prophane ſinners. | 

We find upon the birth of Chrift, Zxke 1. 10. the Angell, who 
was the meflenger to declare Chriſts coming into the wortd; whar 
ſaid he but this? Be not afr aid, for behold g bring you glad tidings of 
great joy that ſhall be to all people, & c. | 

Andin the 13. when the heavenly ſouldiers ſung a Halelujah to 
the higheſt, was it any thing but glory to God on high;peace on earth, 


and good will towards men? 


Friends, the conſideration of the Goſpell, as itis made knowne 


in the Scriptures, is a thing fo large, admirable and excellent, thut 
in this diſtoutſe I have neither time nor oportunity to treat of it, 
and befides fome famous men have exceltently, and are at preſent 
writing on that ſubject. : 

Thoutd have made bold to have nnravelled the Quzries , piece 
by piece, andhaveſeen how agreeable they are in all particulars 
to the mind of Chriſt in the Goſpel: But I have given you this 
bur as ætaſt of what I intend, if ever it pleaſe God 1 ſhall ſpeak to 
it again; yet in this ſmall glaffe I hope the gentleman may ſee, of 
how far different and ſtrange a countenance he is of from a true 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, by the matter contained in his late book, 
and alſo Ldeſire an anſwer to this Quzry. 

Whether the tender of the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, for re- 
miſſion of fins; faith, and falvation , be to be made to them in 
a Church-fetfowfhip, or thoſe without? 

Thar T may be brief, 1 deſire you ſerionſſy to conſider one Scri- 
pture, becxuſe the gent feman pretend to fo many heavenly enjoy- 
ments, gifts of the Spirit, and the bird in the boſome, that makes a 
heaven of joy in tis heart, for tis poſſibſe xe may be deceived as 
much, if not mote then that people which God ones to be a true 
Church; and it is that which God himſelfe ſpeaks to the Church of 
Laodicea, Rev. 5. 17. For then ſayeft I am rieb, and increaſed wiib 

goods, and have nue ¶ nothing, ani knoweſt not how then art wreech- 
ed, and miſerable, and poor, aud blind, and naked. 
his Miniſtery, fay 


ho but will anſwer no wore... 
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8 Obſervation} on ſowtt of his Oneries. 

ln the next place che gentleman tellsgus of his qualifications, and 

becauſe he faith forther, that the wnderſtandings of ignorant, pro- 

phant;and ſoandalous prrſons, are not a fit rule or ſtandard to try the a- 

bilitier or qualifications of ſuch Adinifters as are not Miniſter of the 
letter, but of the Spirit. 


Queries propounded to be debated in 
Publique. 


Fe. the triall of his gifts and qualifications, I here pro- 


pound, that which | hope is equall, juſt, and reaſonable, that 
we may in a friendly, loving, and free manner, make an en- 
4 quicy into the Scriptures, and ſee what they hold forth to 
. be the charaRers and qualifications of a true Miniſter of the Go- 
| fpcl;apd to that end, that he would fave a labour of writing, and 
charge of printing , and givethe Pariſhioners, and ſome other 
friends, a publike meeting, once a week in the Pariſh Church, where 
freedome of ſpeech may be to all that defire it, they ſpeaking to the 
Queſtion, and one at a time, and to ſpend two hours in an eyenin 
in the inquiry of the charaRers and qualifications of a Miniſter o 
the Spirit; and in this I hope he will grant the Scriptureto be a 
right rule, aud equall ſtandard. | 
An order whereunro, I ſhall inſert a few Querics as fit matter 
1 to be inquited into. \ 44 n 
: In che 4. of the EpheſSans 8.11, 12. we find what Miniſters Chriſt 
' 38 gave to the Church at his Aſcenſion; in theſe words, and when be «/- 
cended up on bigh, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unte men, 
and he gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, 
aud ſome Paſtors and T eachbers, for the work of the Miniftery, for the 
cas/9s eee ; 
In this Scripture we find two things chiefly contained, Firſt, 
what Miniſters Chriſt gave, Secondly, what end he gave them for. 
Now we may find in Scripture the ſeverall qualifications that be- 
long to exet y one ot xheſs Officers, and diſtinguiſhing character 
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7 Prophet, & 
The firſt ene Ste that we finde of an Apolile in 
Scripture is, that be is a.choſen wignefſe of the Reſurtection, Aci. i. 
22+ 3.15. 4.33. 10.39.41. Lak 24.48, 

2. An Apoſtle is, gneiſeat forth to preach the Goſpel to all the 
world, /Mat.28.19,20., A. 16.14. to the end. 

3. The office of a Apoſtle did comprehend i in it all the other 

olioſths Miniſtery, Art. 6 2. 3. 

4. An Apolth wu orte endu:d wich a) the gifts of the Spirit, 
2.C 47,1 24129, e, ny; ! 1 

30 An Apoſile was able to communicate theſe gifts by the laying, 
on N Act. 19.6, 7. 

| -Whether the office of Apollles was to eaſes. the 
perſon of thoſe tocwhomthe;Commſſion was at firlt given 


ray. conſider, how: long the Promiſe ated, 
| which Eo mes ane net end. of the world. Chriſt 
with their Perſons, for we finde in Scripture, that m 
of them were manyre 02 few 5 aſtat bo nes 5 
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tions teaching Gefen — ings — Chr bi had, 
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ethic hoſt. Art 19. 23.4 5. And Wh fad nite them 
recrived the Holy Ghoſt ſlice ye belveved? 7257 ans e 
have not fo eb at head, whether there Be | aid he 


ſaid unto them, unto what then were ye e 4 255 they wept unto 
| Johns B iptiſwe, &c. And inverſe 6. And be Pant had Inid bis 

kands 21 the Holy Ghoſt” rr _— Wr. 8 F With 
25 tongues and Prophe ied. Of a a 5 
3 5- Qierie, bettet che Boptiſine Ui Weber he C, A 
ö ſcenfion was the Bapriſme of Cutiſt, or a conta, qðn of Johns 
? Bzptiſme > And confider theſe Scriptures, and ver -othets of the 
ſame Aff Mat. 3. 11. Mak 3. f. 2 o With we- 
rer, but be ball Baptixi you with thi N rp 1.15, 16. A 
as 1 22. to Feake, the holy Ghoſt fel A, 2 en af ihe begin- 
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Truly ee e "this litele 
Fay, prev jadge whar manber of v the reſt of the 
Gent lemans Diſcouſe is 9 of, And binge h be inay rell us 
of his eving tile Spitit, yer I ſappoſe he wis n we fate by 'by the 
Spirit in the penning his laſt booke (onle((: che Wer it of deſu. 
ſion) for the Spirit which Chtiſt promiſed, oh 16.13. Howbeit 
when he 1 come which is the Spirit of truth, he * leude you into all 
truth. But to my underſtanding, I never read vanit #0 in fo large 2 
Character and 2 — 0 in the booke i iculed, Pit; 2 

_— s,  confidering to What end he faith it was Com. 
af let us rather pitty then provoke the Gentleman, by 
diſcovering any more of his 1 — at pteſent remembring this 
charitable Motto: Humanun off errare. 

Thus having briefly, gently; and ferioully (as I may) handled the 
G-nclemans hone Thom he willas u loving Neighbblir, kindly 
accept it, when he findes — — ſome Neighbours, "that ara 
mob ſo firre xs abilitics wilt give them lexve, co tequite his Cont» 


And for a Conelufion, I deſire that ſome p 
which are of wonderfull worth and weiglit 'bumbly,' ear- 
neſtly. and ingenioull/ confidered, which ; whe Ads to er 
dience and comfort of thoſe char defire N to feare- od, and 


walke i in his wayes. 


. 


in Setiprute. 


The Conclafion, sn. 9 
We finde in Scripture that there are two fearfall Bd hat 
moſt people have beene pniley of; The one in 3 
Reballions agrinſtthe Will aud Conncell of God, declared by bis 
M and Miniſters : The other delight in deen and ef: 
1 Vanites, viz, the Dreames and Divinations of mens 
God never ſent. And to the end We may not Fall Br 
he her of theſe extreames; it is our duty to takt à ſurvey of 
SE to inquire by thar petfect rule of Seri. 


ture ſo farre 2s wt tre able to en arid ery, who ure true, 
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be ignorant dase in chat kinde; 

Jer. 7:13, 14. 15. Therefore now becauſe 1 10 "es 14% 
wor ei, faith the Lord, and Treſe ap tarly and fp ali unto you; but 
When I pal you Would not heare mi, Reba wh I thiled would you 
anſwer, & c. And I will caft you ont v my fight, ar t'bave es ad all 
Jour brethren, even the Whole ſrede of Ephraim, verſe 26. Chap. 7. 8. 
Chap. 17. 23. 44-16. As for the word that thou haſt. ſpoken unto us, 
in the nam of the Lord we will) => lu hn unte ther, &. And ſo 10 
the vther Prophets declire the peoples Odſtnacy, Contempt, and 
Rebel ion to the Cofdthendettvet ty of God declared by his Me ſſen 
gers. But afterwards; more eſpecially in abuſing thoſe gracious 
renders bf mercy unto etetuall ſalvation by Chriſt himfeife and his 
M-niſters, as is teſtified Jobs r7 It. He cams wnto bis oe, an! bis 
oWwne received bim ot. | = pon the firft ſending. out of tho Apo. 
ſtles, Mat. 10. 5: Cot not nr the Way of the Gentiles; and into any of 
the Cities of the Sama iaut enter ye wet. G. But gos rather to the loſt 
[prepe of the houſe of Hatt. Yet for all this mercy and loving kinde- 
10 Toke Chcilt Jeſas , we Rade tei Obſtinacy and Rebllion come 
or 1 e a "when" comrery to theit owns conſcien- 

„ they told Chtiſt hit he caſt Ooht Devil by "Belzebnbo"'Gers 
AN a peo — comꝭ tò ſuch « fülneſſe of iniquity; cannot be farce 
from that deſtruction, ſpoken of Proverb 1. 44. to the 1. Hecunſe 


I have called and ye re ws I. have ſtreiched ont my hand and none 
would regard but Nied dl my Councell; and wonld nont of my 
correction; I will al 's laugh at (avid mec ben your 
feare commith like 45 olation : 3 ball come 


litt a whirle-winds, * 
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the worte 6 roate, 28 ong prayers, ena; 
meant to devoute widows honſes? And — ing of herbs 
when they neglected Judgement and Righteouſneiſe, &c. Ditch they 
not condemne Chrilt for keeping company wich the Pablicans and 
fianerg, and yet did not. try drive. « trade of frealon by whole · 
ſale with T, . 

Thinke you they were not like to teach? che people truth well, 
when they had x Mat of Lyes going to furm ſi the Reman Soldiers 
with? when they hired them to lap, bis 1 3 AN 
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private Balts, which the hand of Juſtion hath found out, and; dt 
ſervedly puniſhed for all the Clone of preciſeſd Religion? If chat 
= vo tu Nation hath not beene grent it is the bettet 
for chem, if they make c right aa o it, and leave. them to tod- 
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Now to the thing which is. of moſt concernment; how Half we 
do to know who are true: Miniſters, and if ir be p ſſible to walk in 
a Goſpel obedience; for ar ſwer whereunto, in ſhort, I cannot find 
in Scripture that ever God appointed any to declare his will unto 
any perſon or people, but that they had ſomething more then their 
bave words to refitihe their ſending as it was in the caſe of Maſes to 
Pharoahof the man of God that eme from Iadab, and prophecicd 
againſt the Altar in Bechel, 1 King, cha. 13. of Elijah and Eliſha, 
and ſo through the Old Teſtament - ard in the New Teſtament 
Chriſt hem ſelf faith, Jobs 5. 31: F I Bowld bear witnrſſe of my 72 

witneſſe were not ien, and ver. 36. but 7 bave greater witneſſe then 
that of John, for the works which the Fat her have given me to finiſh, 
the [awe works 1hat I do bear witneſſe of me, that the Father hath {ent 
wee: Without 1 the Scribes' and Phariſees had a formal way 
ef praying and teaching, but when Chriſt taught, he taught as one 
having authority, and not like unto them; and he tells thoſe h po- 
crites, Mat.15.5,9. 7 bis people draweth neer nnto me with their month, 
and honoreth mo with theer lips,but their heart is far off from me, but in 
wain they wor ſbip me, teaching for doflrines the traditions of men, Joh, 
9.1,2. then called he his twelve Diſciples together, ang gave them pow- 
er and authority over all divels, aud to ben, aar, and he ſent them 
ferab to proach the Goſhel, and to cure the ſick, Mat. 10.7, 8. Aud as yow 
go breach ſazing, the Ring dome of beaten is at band, beal the fith,cleanſe 
the Lepers, raiſe up the dead. caſt out the divelt freely ye have received, 
freely give, and this not to Apoſtles only, but ptomiſed to believers 
in general, fark 16. 17. And in the 20. we find the word con- 
firmed by miracles: Now if this was the conſirmat on of the Go- 
ſpel Miniſte ry, I wonder our Minifters are not endued with ſuch 
gifts, or prove to us from Sctipture, that the Church and Miniſtery 
wat to continue, and yet the gifts to ceaſe. But it may be objected 
that theſe gifts wert given for bringing in of unbelic vers, it were 
well if all in the Nation were believers, bur certainly we bad need 
have ſomething to ground our faith and obedience upon, more then 
bare words, ſeeing if you hear four preachers upon one text, it is 
much if three be not of a different opinion. But then comes in the 
great objection, what if we have not a true Miniſtety nar Ordinan- 
ces, then we have no faithꝰ well, not too haſty, it was a ſerious dil: 
courſe that the woman of Semarie had with Chriſt, Jeb 4, About 
worſhip, and ver. 21. Jeſus ſaid unto her, woman belig me, the 
hour cometh, when ye (hall neither in chis mountain, nMarFeruſa- 
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lem worſhip the Father. &c. and yer. 24. God is a Spirit; and they 
that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and Truth, 

Certainly where much is given, much is required, and fo on the 
contrary; but if by reaſon of the oyerſpreading of abomination 
God bath withdrawn thoſe viſible gifts from the Miniſtery , muſt 
we preſently make us Gods to go before us let us rather a little 
conſider what the Lord ſpeaks by the Prophet ab, chap. 5 o. 11. 
behold all ye that kindle a fire, that compaſſe your ſelves about with 
ſparks, walk in the light of your, fire, aud in the ſparks that ye have 
kinaled, this all you have at mine hand, yon ſhall lie down in ſorrow, 
When Aoſes for a while had left the Iſraelites, and was gone into 
the Mountain, Exodus 32. as you may read at large, it was a woe» 
full worſhip they performed to their god-calf, and ſurely Aaron. 
made a bad, bad exchange of his Prieſthood, in making an Altar, 
and proclaiming a holy day to it. I might inſtance in divers the 
like particulars, but I haſten; yet let me offer one thing to conſide- 
ration, which hath been a brand fixed on divers holy conſcientious 
perſons, that they are a people that deſpiſe the Miniſtery, and live 
above Ordinances; no certainly it is their grief and ſorro of heart 
that they live below, and without them; and think you any perſons 
ptofeſſing Chriſt Jeſus, dare be ſuch rebells to him, as not to yeeld 
obedience to his commands, eſpecially when he tells them, th ar 
bis yoke is caſie, and his burden light, but blame them not for not be- 
lieving Michals image to be Davids perſon, 1 Saw. 19. 13. And 
now let us confider what gracious promiſes are made to ſuch a 
people that ſee themſclves at ſo great a loſſe, read 1/aiah 50. 10. 
Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his 
72 Wan ſervant, that walketh in dar kneſſe, and hath no light, 

8 2 of 177 let him truſt inthe name of the Lord, and ſtay upon his 
ee {* god chap, 30.1 8. and therefore will the Lord wait that 
„ be may be gracious unte you, and therefore will he be 
exalted, that he may have mercy upon you , for the Lord is 4 God „ 
Julgement, bleſſed are all they that wait for him, chap, 41. 16. 7 will 
lead the blind by a way that thiy knew un, I will lead them is paths 
they have not known, I will make darkneſſe light before them, and 
2 things ftriight, theſe things will]; do unto them, and not forſake 
them. | 1 

And did not Chriſt come to fill the empty, to cloath the naked, 
to feed the hungry, and to ſet at liberty thoſe that were bounds 
Without Mntroveiſie, if ever we intend to be partakers of theſe 
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gifts before ſpoken, we muſt be firſt ſenſible of the want of them. 
Thus have 7 briefly and faithfully, to my own underſtanding, gi- 
ven you a ſmall taſt, which upon your farther conſideration j hope 
you will enlarge, and then I believe you will clearly diſcerne the 
ſhadow from the ſubſtance, which is to know the difference of the 
Baptiſm of Chriſt from Johns, or of water from the Spitit, of 
ſpeaking from ſtudy, art, and learning, or from the gift of the Spi- 
rit to Prophecy, as 1 Cor. 13. 10. and of all thereſt of the gifts of 
the Spirit reckoned up in that chapter; and be aſſured it is a duty, 
that highly concernes us all, to try by Scripture the Spirits of thoſe 
we hear; and it was that which was commendable in the noble Be- 
reans, that they ſearched the Scriptures to ſee whether the things 
Paul ſpake were ſo or not, Act. 17. 11. Niy it is the high commen- 
dation which God himfelf gives to the Church of Epheſus, Revel. 
2. 2. 1 know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou 
canſt not bear with them which! are evill; and thou haſt tried them 
which ſay they are Apoilles, and are not, and haſt found them liers. 
Now for thoſe that deſire to know, and to be throughly ac- 
quainted with the practiſe, life, and power of Chriſtian Religion, 
may-find it laid down in that incomparable Sermon preached by 
Chriſt himſelf in the Mountain, Mat. 5. to the 8. chapter, where- 
in the former part of the 5: chapter, the qualifications of Saints are 
diſcovered to verſe 12. and that their Religion might not reſt in 
formality, he tells them verſe the 20. that except their righteonſneſs 
exreed the righteowſneſſe of the Seribes and Phariſees , they ſhowld not 
enter into the Kingdome of lea ven; and to the end that they mighe - 
not be unacquainted with the difference between a legall and Go- 
ſpell obedience, he layes it forth in ſundry particulars unto the 28. 
ver. of 7. chap. wherein, as by amoſt perfect rule, we may be able 
to judge between Saints in word, and notion, and Saints in life and 
power;for underſtanding whereof, let us weigh and ſeriouſly confi- 
der one inſtance of many, where Chriſt tells the people ver: 43. of 
of 5: chap. ye have heard that it hath been ſaid of old, thou halt 
love thy neighbour, and hate thine. enemy,v.44. but 7 ſay unto you 
love your enemies, bleſſe them which cus ſe you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which perſecute you, v. 45. that you may be the 
children of your F ather which is in heaven, for he maketh his Sun to a- 
riſe on the evill and the good, and ſende th rain onthe juſt and the un- 
jon; for if you love them mhich love you, what reward ſhall you have? © 
do not the Publicans do the ſame?v.47.and if you be friendly to your bre- 
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wiſe? if then this be the doctriae of Chr iſt, and that ̃eh his Diſ- 
ciples ought to practiſe, hall we not be ready to cry out with 
them, ho then can be ſaved? the world at preſent is full of Pro- 
feflors, and chey full of fine words, ſuch, as may juſtly be called in- 
ticing words of vauity: but I deſire that we may all weigh guy 
ſelycs at this balance, and meaſure our felves by this Standard; fo 
that when we find our ſelves qualified, as is here & more at large in 
Scripture cx pre ſſed, we may juſtly expect the performance of the 
promiſes, in being made pattakers of the like gifts, as the believers 
were in the primitive time. And thus at pre ſent I have done with 
this, deſiring the Lord in mercy to give us a right underſtanding in 
all things: 
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WI A POSTSCRIPT. 
Her the Gentleman and e may nor be deceived, in thinking choſe of tHe 
Patifh, who. were not Petitioners 2gain{t him, art for him, in approving. his 
book; if they think fo, it is a groſſe miſtake, for ro my knowledge divers of chem 
did conclude ic to be a great abuſe to the whole Pariſhz and when | ſpake of an- 
ſweting ic, they did prefſe me exceedingly to it, not that I have any thing whercof 
to glory. but confidering their earneſtneſſe, which could not judge but to be in 
of ht art, it put me in mind of 2 paſtage, which whey I was a School. 
Boy I then learned, and have not yet forgotten, it is Virgil Liber. 2 enced. 
ere: nes (though very unwilling, yet being earneſtiy 'carreated by Dido 
neen of Carthage) makes telation of the Trojan wattes, and givc this reaſon, 
as you may rat at large: | 
Sei f tant amor caſus cognoſcere 2 
Et breviter Tre ſupremum audire laberem. 
LYuznquam Animus meminiſſe borret, lutuque refugis, 
is Incipiam, & c. | 
Bat 1 fall ay the contrary; itd finem facio, that though I abhorted to diſ- 
cover my mind in pr int, yet a juſt cauſe, and friends perſwaſions, were two pre- 
valling a'guments ta do it, | ſhall only add one word more, and leave it to the 
conſi de tation of hi that hath molt right to it, ¶ and ibe riddle may be unfolded 
hereafter) I can aſſure you, that in this diſcoutſ l have noc to my knowledge made 
any falſe Muſter, neither have I, like ſome Commander, ſcrambled 1 pack of 
e faces together, to match — the City with as much confidence and 
litcls errut, 35 if they were bis own lifted company. 


FINIS. 
* q7 184752 


1 


fingalar thing do eb — the Publicins = 


